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Empowerment Deficiency and Service Dislocation: A Critique of
the Rural Design Value

CONG Zhigiang, ZHANG Zhenxin
Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China

Abstract: The all-embracing design types and various intervention methods reflect the unprecedented breadth and depth of design
involvement in rural areas. Based on the increasing intervention of design in rural revitalization, the study on rural design value is
conducive to the construction of high-quality sustainable development mode in rural areas. Guided by the endogenous development
theory, the existing problems, causes and solutions of rural design are discussed by means of practical research, field investigation
and literature research. There are two problems in rural design—main body shielding and power display, which reflect the
empowerment deficiency and service dislocation of rural design value. The pluralistic group infatuation logic of creation and
indulgence of urban worship related to rural design are two important reasons for the alienation of empowered value and service
value of the design. The logic of creation infatuation forms the collective cognition of “Object Centered, People Marginalized” in rural
design. The unjust inequity between the design and the people, technology, literature, land and scenery in rural areas is caused by the
urban worship indulgence. The integrated design is the effective method to solve the problems above to realize the regression of
empowerment value and service value to the villagers and villages via design.

Key words: rural design intervention; rural design; design value; design empowerment; design services; integrated design;
endogenous development
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