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From Practice to Writing: On the Development and Possibility of
Contemporary Chinese Design Criticism

XU Kai
Academy of Arts & Design, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China

Abstract: As an important part of design science, design criticism plays an important role in evaluating design results and guiding
design practice. It takes practice as a material basis and uses history as its theoretical support. The work aims to analyze the current
achievements and practical problems of Chinese design criticism, committed to its further development. Thus, the development clues
of design criticism are reviewed to highlight its close relationship with design practice. Furthermore, the necessity of design
criticism writing is analyzed, the progress of Chinese design criticism is briefly analyzed, and the possible writing methods of
Chinese design criticism are emphatically thought and summarized, based on the China’s current design situation. It is thought that
Chinese design criticism should combine with national conditions and practice, comprehensively use multi- disciplinary methods,
and carry out text writing with academic nature and value. Originating from practice, Chinese design criticism’s research and writing
should construct a new academic prospect on the basis of guiding practice.
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