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Public Art Initiative for the '"Thread of Nature' Theme Part
along Metro Line 12 in Shenzhen from the Perspective of Public
Participation

LI Zhen, HUANG Tingting
Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing 100105, China

Abstract: Public art for urban rail transit networks represents an important means for expression of public art in a specific urban
functional zone. It spans the entire phases of construction and operation of the rail transit networks and plays an important role in
sustainable development of urban rail transit networks. As public art is "for the public", there is a rising demand that such art form
should better "serve the people”, and fulfill its social responsibility of aesthetic education. Today, public art places special emphasis
on public participation and interaction. Integrating public engagement in the design of rail transit networks will develop a new path
for creation of public art for urban rail transit networks. With the public art initiative themed "Thread of Nature" along Metro Line
12 in Shenzhen as an example, this paper looks into new models in which artists guide the public to participate in the creation of
public art for rail transit networks, promote sustainable development of Shenzhen, enhance urban residents' emotional

connection with the city, improve communication and spur art creativity and innovation across the society.
Key words: rail transit; aesthetics; public art; participatory principle
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