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Influences of Taohuawu Woodcut New Year Paintings in the Early
Republic of China on Design of Shanghai Calendar

FENG Yuanyuan, LI Yinan
Southeast University, Nanjing 211189, China

Abstract: Through analysis and comparison of the absorption and reconstruction of Taohuawu woodcut new year paintings by the
calendar design in the early Republic of China, this article aims to explore the way to build a new image language based on Tao-
huawu woodcut new year pictures during calendar design, and deeply understand the influences of era background on inheritance
and tradition of traditional folk art. Through literature research, image science, case comparison analysis and other methods, the in-
heritance and innovation of Taohuawu woodcut new year paintings were analyzed and explained in combination with the calendar. It
is concluded that the calendar, which is in a special political, economic, and cultural background, is born from the traditional new
year paintings. It has the characteristics of localization, commercialization and diversification. Carrying on inheritance and innova-
tion, the new form derived is very popular and quickly radiates the whole country, becoming one of the most representative artistic
symbols during the Republic of China era. Its successful experience provides inspiration and reference for realization for the contem-
porary inheritance and design innovation of Chinese traditional art.
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