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What is the “New Woman”?

Design Culture and Gender Distinction in the 1930s from the Perspective of Film Sets

WANG Yanling, JIA Ru
Sichuan University, Chengdu 610207, China

Abstract: This paper looks at the social space of Shanghai in the 1930s through the film sets design of New Woman to understand
the way in which left-wing ethos at the time distinguished and shaped the social gender. In both national and economic crises, the
shaping and calling of a “new women” in left-wing films was closely related to the realities that Chinese society was facing at the
time. The several “new women” distinguished by sets in the film were the imagination of femininity of left-wing male intellectuals,
but the modern and revolutionary temperament reflected in them overlapped with the subjectivity of the nation-state in the National
Goods Campaign. It incarnates as a new cultural gender, and plays the role of actors and constructors on the road to the development
of modern Chinese design.
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